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render their votes ineffective. To such an extent
had this almost unconcealed practice of force and
fraud by whole communities proceeded as to alarm the
more moral elements of the communities guilty of it,
and excite the fear that all distinctions between right
and wrong would become obliterated and society
itself fall into anarchy. Not even this suggested a
withdrawal of their opposition to the Federal legisla-
tion, but only more ingenious contrivances by which
they might avoid the grosser practices of fraud and
violence and borrow the appearance of legality in
their effort to deprive the black race of political equal-
ity. To this end constitutional provisions de-
fining and qualifying the right of suffrage have been
contrived and adopted in some States, and are likely
to be further extended, whereby, without open dis-
crimination, the practical exclusion of the inferior
race from political power is secured. The validity of
these constitutional provisions has been challenged
at the bar of the Supreme Court, and it is not easy to
see how they can escape judicial condemnation, but
thus far that tribunal has avoided the questions thus
thrust upon it, and there is an apparent disposi-
tion among the judges to escape them altogether.
Should this disposition prevail, the whole of the
mighty Federal legislation contrived to give political
equality to the blacks will be practically annulled,
leaving behind, however, the great constitutions of
States, which should be models of openness, directness,
and dignity, deeply marked by the evidences of con-
cealment and deceit. I do not discuss the question
whether political equality ought to be bestowed upon